The FFA

The Need for Vocational Agriculture
· Around the turn of the 20th century, great advancements in agriculture were being made.  

· There was no way to deliver the message of these advancements to the farm.

· Individuals needed training in how to incorporate advancements on the American farm.

· High School Ag Classes were the answer.

History of Agriculture/FFA

· In 1917 the Smith-Hughes Act established funding for vocational agriculture in high school.

· The act provided teachers in high school to teach boys agriculture and girls home economics (cooking, cleaning, sewing, etc)

· After the start of Ag classes for boys, agriculture clubs started springing up all across America.

· The State of Virginia was the first to start a statewide organization called the Future Farmers of Virginia.

· North Carolina followed Virginia and started their own organization called the 

· Young Tar Heel Farmers

 In 1928 the FFA was established.  The official name was the Future Farmers of America

· The 1st convention was held in the Hotel Baltimore in Kansas City, Missouri

· NC was not present in 1928 and later joined at the second convention in 1929.                                              

FFA History

· The FFA is an organization of high school students in agricultural education

· There are student members from all 50 states plus Guam and Puerto Rico.

· When the FFA started there were four requirements to be a members:  white, male, agriculture student in high school and pay $.10 dues

· In 1935 an organization for African-American males in high school agriculture classes was started with similar organization to the FFA.  It was called the NFA, or New Farmers of America.

· Dr. H.O. Sargeant was a co-founder of the NFA.  In 1965, the FFA and NFA merged together

· 1930 the  FFA Creed is written by E.M. Tiffany

· 1950 Public Law 740 was passed by congress giving the FFA a federal charter.  It is the only youth organization to have such a charter.  It basically says, that the FFA is an integral part of the Agricultural Education curriculum and gave federal recognition for the FFA.  It also mentions the 3 integral components to an agricultural education program: Classroom/Lab Instruction, FFA, SAE (Supervised Agricultural Experience programs).

· 1959 First National FFA Center in Alexandria, Virginia is dedicated.
· 1969- girls were officially allowed to join the FFA.  Today about 40% of all FFA members are females

· 1971  the national FFA Alumni Association was founded

· 1988 - Future Farmers of America changes its name to the National FFA Organization rom the Future Farmers of America to the National FFA Organization.
· 1989 the  National Future Farmer Magazine changes its name to FFA New Horizons.
· 1999 - The National FFA Center moves to Indianapolis, Indiana in 1999.

· 1999 – the National FFA Convention moves to Louisville, Kentucky. This is the 1st time the convention is held outside Kansas City, Missouri
FFA People & Names
· Leslie Applegate was the first National FFA President

· Wade Turner was the 2nd National FFA President and the 1st National FFA President from North Carolina.

· Howard Williams was the 2nd National FFA President  from NC.

· Paul Moya is the current National FFA President and he is from New Mexico
· Dr Larry Case is the currently the National FFA Advisor.   He is employed by the U.S. Dept of Education 
·    Mr. Josh Bledsoe is the State Agricultural Education Coordinator

·    Mr. Jason Davis is the State FFA Coordinator
· Mr. David Harris is the western region Ag Ed Coordinator. 

· Mr. Horace Johnson is the central region Ag Ed Coordinator

· Mr. Benjie Forrest is the eastern regional Ag Ed Coordinator

· The current State FFA President is Carrie Hoffner. The State Vice Presidents are: Alex Dunagan, Jacob Furr, Caroline Yopp, Robert Layton, and Amanda Ropp
The FFA Emblem

· The Ear of Corn Provides the foundation of the emblem, just as corn has historically served as the foundation crop of American agriculture.   A symbol of unity, because corn is grown in every state in the nation. 

· The Eagle is a national symbol which serves as a reminder of our freedom and ability to explore new horizons for the future of agriculture.

· The Rising Sun signifies progress and holds a promise that tomorrow will bring a new day glowing with opportunity.

· The Plow signifies labor and tillage of the soil, the backbone of agriculture and the historic foundation of our country’s strength.

· The Owl long recognized for its wisdom, it symbolizes the knowledge required to be successful in the industry of agriculture.

· The words “Agricultural Education” and “FFA” are emblazoned in the center to signify the combination of learning and leadership necessary for progressive agriculture. The FFA colors are National Blue and Corn Gold

 The FFA Creed was written by E. M. Tiffany.  Adopted at the 3rd National FFA Convention in 1930.  It was revised in 1965 and 1990.  It is comprised of five paragraphs, each beginning with “I believe…”   It is a basic statement of beliefs and expresses a belief in work ethic, patriotism, tradition that all members should share

The FFA’s Mission Statement is “FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and career success through agricultural education.”

 The FFA Motto is”  Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, Living to Serve

 The FFA Salute is  “I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United Stets of America and to to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

· The FFA members part in the FFA Opening Ceremony is  

· “To practice brotherhood, honor agricultural opportunities and responsibilities, and develop those qualities of leadership which an FFA member should possess.”

FFA Officers and Stations

· The Stations for the FFA Officers are: President- Stationed by the rising sun, Vice President - Stationed by the plow, Secretary- Stationed by the ear of corn, Treasurer - Stationed by the emblem of George Washington, Reporter- Stationed by the American Flag, Sentinel- Stationed by the door and the shield of friendship, The Advisor- Stationed by the owl and this office held by the agriculture teacher.

· The official dress uniform for female FFA members is Black skirt, White blouse, Offical FFA scarf, Black closed toe and heel shoes, black hosiery and the FFA jacket zipped to the top.

· The official dress uniform for male FFA members is Black pants, White shirt, FFA tie, Black shoes and socks and FFA jacket zipped to the top.

· The FFA Degrees of Advancement are:  Discovery FFA Degree (Middle School), Greenhand FFA Degree, Chapter FFA Degree, State FFA Degree, and American FFA Degree.

· The FFA types of membership are:  Active, Alumni, which is for former active members, parents of FFA members, and any others interested in and supportive of FFA, Collegiate, and Honorary.

FFA Programs & Activities

· The State FFA Convention is held at NC State University in Raleigh in June of each year.
· The National FFA Convention is held annually in late October in Louisville, Kentucky (2005) and in Indianapolis, Indiana (starting in 2006)

· The Washington Leadership Conference is a nationally recognized FFA leadership training program held through the summer in Washington, DC.

· MEGA Conference is a state leadership training conference held annually by the NC FFA Association in Greensboro, NC

· The State Leadership Conference is a state leadership training conference for local FFA officers held annually at the NC FFA Center at White Lake during the summer.

· FFA Summer Recreational Camp is held for 5 weeks each summer at your FFA camp at the NC FFA Center at White Lake.

· National FFA Organization website is www.ffa.org
· North Carolina FFA Association website is www.ncffa.org
· The Union FFA Chapter is a member of the Goshen Federation.

· Other schools in our federation are:  Clinton, Hobbton, Lakewood, Midway, North Duplin, Wallace-Rose Hill, East Duplin, James Kenan, Trask, Harrells Christian Academy, Sampson Middle School and Pender

· Our chapter is a member of the Southeast FFA Region. There are eight regions in NC.  They are Northeast, Southeast, Southwest, Northwest, South Central, East Central, West Central and Western.
· Career Development Activities are competitive FFA events.  Most events progress from the local (chapter) to the regional, state, national level.  They have been developed to teach FFA members technical and leadership skills.

· The NC FFA Career Development Events are:  Ag Communications (4), Ag Sales (4) Jr. and Sr, Agricultural Mechanics (4) Agricultural Tools and Materials(4), Agronomy (4), FFA Creed Speaking (1), Dairy Cattle Evaluation(4) Jr. and Sr., Dairy Foods Evaluation(4), Envirothon (4), Extemporaneous Public Speaking (1), Farm Business Management (4) Jr. and Sr., Food Science and Technology (4), Floriculture (4), Forestry(4), Horse Judging(4) Jr. and Sr., Hunter Safety(4-16), Introductory Horticulture (4), Job Interview (1), Land Judging (4) Jr. and Sr., Livestock Evaluation (4) Jr. and Sr., Marketing Plan (5), Meats Evaluation (4), Nursery Landscape (4), Poultry Judging(4), Prepared Public Speaking(1), Parliamentary Procedure (6), Tractor Driving (1), Truck Driving (1)
· There are 48 current Proficiency awards. The cover all areas in ag. Examples: Fiber Crop Production (Entrepreneurship/Placement, Beef Production ( Placement and Entrepreneurship)

· FFA membership nationally is about 500,000 members. North Carolina – about 17,000 students

· At Union our FFA Executive Committee is composed of the FFA Officers and Committee Chairman that are elected annually according to our constitution.
· The National Chapter Award is a competitive program for FFA Chapters.  The competition areas of the National chapter awards program are: Student Development, Chapter Development, and Community Development.

· PALS stands for Partners for Active Learning Support and is a mentoring program for FFA members to help others.

· The NC and National FFA Foundations purpose is to raise money to support all FFA functions.  This money goes to pay for award programs, scholarship and support monies for FFA members.

